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Get involved in this
year’s Day of Caring
Get involved in this
year’s Day of Caring
Editor’s note: The following guest commentary was
submitted by Pam Paquette
and Cindy Hemeon-Plessner,
co-chairs of the Lakes Region
United Way’s 2012 Day of Caring.
Friday, Sept. 21 will mark
the Lakes Region United
Way’s 17th Day of Caring.
Day of Caring has grown by
leaps and bounds since it
started back in 1996 – from
approximately 35 volunteers
to well over 200 last year. It
could be the most impactful
one-day volunteer event here
in the Lakes Region!
Not yet familiar with DOC?
Let us fill you in about it – it’s
one of the United Way’s
means to promote the spirit
and value of volunteerism,
increase the awareness of local human service agencies ,
and demonstrate what people working together for the
community's good can accomplish.
OK- so how does this work?
How can I get involved? The
answer is two-fold. First, if
you’re a non-profit in central
New Hampshire (Belknap
County, eastern Carroll
County or western Grafton
County) and you have some
inside or outside work that
you just can’t get done due to
lack of time or manpower, we
can help you get it done. Second, if you’re a local business who supports your community, this is an incredible
opportunity to have your employees find out what’s going
on with various nonprofits
by allowing them to join us to
get these projects done. Last

year, 32 local companies sent
volunteers and/or donated
goods, in just the Laconia
area alone.
This is an important day in
many ways for all of us involved. It is an eye-opener
for volunteers – they are given the chance to learn what
is really happening in their
community – whether it is
how the local senior centers
operate, how many meals are
served at the Salvation Army
weekly, or what the Laconia
Conservation Commission is
doing to clean up Laconia.
Many volunteers have continued to come back to the organization they spent the day
with - the beginning of a
great, long-lasting relationship.
Are you a non-profit and
have projects but no time to
plan? We’ll take care of that,
too! We have a team of volunteers that will assist you
in your planning – they’ll
help you decide if a project is
possible, what will be necessary for materials, how many
volunteers will be needed,
etc. Last year, over 40 agencies and non-profits were recipients of Day of Caring.
Got your interest? Want
some more information on
how you can become involved? Whether you’re a
business leader or a nonprofit and want to be included this year, please call Judi
Taggart at the Lakes Region
United Way office at 524-6864,
ext.
104
or
email
judi@lruw.org for more information.
Remember: Friday, Sept. 21
— save the date!

Park Cemetery
caretakers deserve thanks
To the Editor:
Over the holiday, we visited four cemeteries. We
were so pleased with the
condition of the Park
Cemetery. In past years,
Albert Cross always had it
first rate. We offer a special thank you to Stewart

Clifford and Paul Toomey
for carrying on the tradition.
Janet Meserve Rattray
Barbara Buswell
Sanbornton

tarting off the June
Adopt A Shelter cat
promotion, we had to
begin with Sherman, also
known as Sherm and Sher-

S

mie to those that care for
him.
Probably the most affectionate cat in the entire shelter, Sherman has one thing

that plays against him finding a home: his coat color is
black. NHHS experiences
show that black cats simply
wait the longest for their forever homes. We don’t like
this fact, but are powerless
to change the public’s adoption preferences.
Look past the black coat;
instead, gaze into Sherman’s friendly emerald
green eyes. Listen to his loud
and insistent purring. Enjoy
his outgoing, affable personality.
He was surrendered in
April 2011 by owners who
were moving, and didn’t
want him anymore. Over a
year calling New Hampshire
Humane Society home and
no one saying “I have to
adopt him!” has left Sherman stressed and despon-

dent. He’s groomed himself
rather over-zealously in
places, a sure sign he is unhappy and lonely for human
attention. We’ve kept him on
a fairly strict diet to help him
lose a little weight, which
has met with success. He’s a
full two pounds lighter than
when he arrived.
But how much of that
weight loss can be attributed
to solitude and dejection,
rather than diminished
caloric intake? Sherman
should be our first June
Adoption Success story.
Please come and see him today. Call 524-3252 or check
www.nhhumane.org
Friday, June 8, Sherman
will be appearing at Lakes
Region Veterinary Hospital
on Union Avenue.
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Pay up, or return our land
To the Editor:
After the 1938 hurricane,
the flood control project was
completed in the 1950’s, in order to protect Massachusetts'
cities and towns from flooding.

As part of this project, taxable land was taken from
Sanbornton, with the agreement that the town would receive a yearly payment of
$30,000. Sanbornton has not
received payment for the past

two years, resulting in a revenue loss of $60,000. This lost
revenue has a negative impact on our tax rate.
If your neighbors happen
to be summer residents from
Massachusetts, ask them to

talk to their hometown legislators; pay us our money, or
give us our land back.
Tom Salatiello
Sanbornton

Bob Lamb is the right senator for District 2
To the Editor:
About 30 Sanbornton,
Tilton, and New Hampton
friends and neighbors came
to the meet-and-greet we held
for Senate District 2 candidate Bob Lamb of Holderness.
Tilton is newly in District 2
that extends as far north as
North Haverhill. It has included Sanbornton and New
Hampton. We welcome this
good Democrat into electoral
politics. Bob was raised in a
working class family, was the

oldest of eight children, was
the Executive Vice President
and Chief Financial Officer
for FleetBoston Financial
Group, and retired to New
Hampshire. He is a man
whose integrity is proven. He
has lived a life committed to
hard work, including military service following his
graduation from the Military
Academy at West Point, family, and the opportunity to
give back to his country. He
has ably led the Plymouth
Area Democrats as Chair for

over two years.
New Hampshire will need
mop-up skills after the lost
ground we've seen in Concord these two years. We need
leadership that looks to the
needs of our state, our communities, our educational institutions, and doesn't pull
the trick of cutting expenditures in Concord, while shifting those costs to our communities and our property
taxes at the local level. Good
critical thinking skills must
weigh cause and effect, and

the crew in Concord now
needs to be replaced after
showing their ignorance of
cause and effect. Money is
important to us all. We don't
like those shifting tricks that
are like old carnival cons.
Senate District 2 constituents will benefit from
Bob Lamb's qualifications,
getting us to a New Hampshire restored to the way of
life we value.
Sincerely,
Lynn Rudmin Chong
Sanbornton

Asking for your vote
To the Editor:
My name is David DeVoy,
and I am a Sanbornton resident. I announced my candidacy for County Commissioner at the Belknap County Republican meeting in
May.
District 1 has been redrawn
to now include Laconia, New
Hampton, and Sanbornton. I

am married with two children, and have been a small
business owner for 23 years.
I am also an Army veteran
with 29 years of service. I
own three convenience store
gas stations in Belknap
County; they include the Gilford Mobil Mart, Blueberry
Station, and Bosco Bell Store.
My education includes a MSS

- US Army War College, MBA
- Plymouth State University,
and
a
BBA
UMASS/Amherst. The last
several years have been difficult with increasing property tax bills. I want to ensure
that county government is
doing all it can to reign in expenses. I do not want to burden an already overburdened

property owner. Higher taxes
discourage new economic investment, which is needed
for job creation. As County
Commissioner, I would support all efforts to promote
economic development and
tourism. I ask you for your
support and vote.
David DeVoy
Sanbornton
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To the Editor:
The crowd may not have
been huge, but American
pride and solemn remembrance was at the Belmont
Memorial Day ceremony.
As the son of a WWII veteran, I would like to express
my great appreciation to
the Belmont Veterans Associations who put together this Memorial Day parade and service. In the
world today, many of us
think of Memorial Day as
just a “long weekend” and
“great barbecues.” Belmont’s Memorial Day service brought the true spirit
and reverence of the day to
our weekend – remember-

ing our veterans and fallen
heroes. Having so many of
our children and youth involved made it extra special. It is the next generation that will keep American pride alive.
I would also like to recognize Ms. Lauren Fountain
and the Belmont High
School Band for helping to
make the Belmont Memorial Day parade and ceremony a wonderful occasion.
The band did a fantastic job
bringing the spirit of patriotism to the event. Their
performances of patriotic
songs were spirited, and exceptionally well played. Especially touching was the

performance of “Taps with
Echo.” The trumpet players performed the song
flawlessly, and the echo effect of the second trumpet
player
was
especially
haunting as the melody
drifted in from a distance
in response to the first player. The Belmont Middle
School and High School is
especially fortunate to have
found such a passionate
and dedicated band leader
in Ms. Fountain. Her commitment to the children
and to excellence is obvious
and inspiring.
Our great appreciation to
all the parade participants;
the speeches by historian,

THANK YOU TO OUR VETERANS FOR PRESERVING OUR FREEDOMS.

Wallace Rhodes and our
beloved veterans; prayers
by our clergy; the wreath
laying ceremony; the Girl
and Boy Scouts; the commitment of our police, fire
and emergency teams; and
the professional musicianship of the Belmont High
School Band. The entire
Memorial Day ceremony
should make all of the citizens of Belmont proud.
Thanks to all for providing
us such a wonderful, memorable
and
inspiring
Memorial Day ceremony!
Mike Iacopucci
Belmont

