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NH man was accused of 1960 JFK
plot blow up JFK

Lee Harvey Oswald will be remembered forever as the man who killed an American
President and changed a nation.

But only a dwindling number of folks recall the name of Richard Paul Pavlick, even in his
adopted hometown of Belmont.

Still, by all official accounts, if Pavlick had had his way, John F. Kennedy never would have
become President — and it wouldn't have been Oswald who killed him.

Pavlick was arrested in Florida in December 1960, a month before Kennedy's inauguration.
Authorities said Pavlick drove his 1950 Buick from Belmont to Palm Beach with dynamite in
the trunk, planning to crash it into Kennedy's car and detonate the explosives.

The way history tells the tale, Pavlick was waiting outside the Kennedys' home in Palm Beach
on Dec. 11, 1960, ready to carry out his plan when Kennedy departed for Sunday Mass. But
when the President-elect emerged, he was not alone; his wife, daughter and baby son were
with him.

So Pavlick postponed his plot, unwilling to "harm innocent children," he reportedly told
authorities later.

He never got another chance; he was arrested four days later by police and federal agents
who discovered the explosives in his trunk.

Earl Sweeney, the state's assistant commissioner of safety, is among the few who still
remember the Pavlick affair firsthand.

In 1960, Sweeney was deputy police chief in Belmont, where his path crossed Pavlick's on
many occasions.

Sweeney's account
Sweeney recently wrote an account of that time, both from his own memories and published

accounts. He recalls Pavlick as a retired postal worker from Boston with "a perpetually dour
expression" and "a large shock of white hair."
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