
ÁALL local control of where, how much & what types of 
sewer sludge/biosolids are applied is eliminated

ÁNH rules ONLYwill now apply

ÁAny public hearings will be conducted by NH DES

ÁAny complaints about smells, dust, health or 
contamination concerns will be handled by NH DES

ÁNH rules DOallow BOTHClass A and Class B sewer 
sludge/biosolids to be applied



ÁNH rules DOallow lengthy stockpiling of sewer 
sludge/biosolids

ÁNH rules DO NOT require groundwater testing (except 
for viruses)

ÁNH rules DO NOT require that sewer sludge/biosolids be 
incorporated into the soil

ÁNH rules DO NOT require pH management at treated 
sites



Á If pH is not controlled (prior, during and after spreading) 
pathogens canre-grow and heavy metals canmobilize

ÁCool & moist climates (sound familiar?) encourage 
pathogen re-growth, especially if the sewer 
sludge/biosolids are stockpiled or top dressed

ÁNH rules DOallow sewer sludge/biosolids to be applied 
on highly permeable soils (i.e. sand & gravel pits)



ÁTop dressing occurs in sand & gravel pits (sound 
ÆÁÍÉÌÉÁÒɊȣȢÒÅÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ-Class B sewer sludge/biosolids 
are used for this

Á It is our understanding that the NH rules still rely on an 
outdated 503 risk assessment, which was refuted by the 
National Academy of Sciences in 2002

Á4(% -!*/2)49 /& "%,-/.4ȭ3 AGRICULTURAL 
LAND, SAND & GRAVEL PITS ARE LOCATED OVER 
OUR AQUIFER.



Á Household
Á Human waste
Á Poisons
Á Detergents
Á Pharmaceuticals

Á Industrial 
Á Discharge of 33 

pounds/month of 
hazardous waste 
allowed!!!

Á Hospitals
ǐPharmaceuticals
ǐPathogens
ǐRadioactive 

material
Á Industry
ǐSolvents
ǐChemicals

ÅRunoff from
ïLandfills

ï Industrial cleanup 
projects

ïStreets

Disease causing microbes
Synthetic & Organic chemicals

Heavy metals



ÁSludgeɀsolid remaining after liquid removed from 
sewage at waste water treatment plant

ÁToxic slurry of industrial, hospital and residential waste

ÁBiosolid- any sludge derived from a sewage wastewater  
treatment  facility that meets the standards for 
beneficial reuse by the NH DES  (RSA 495:A-2, XXII)

ÁTreated  sludge



ÁClass A
ÁMay contain deactivated pathogens that can re-grow given proper 

conditions, such as long storage, improper pH management
Á Contains heavy metals, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, & other pollutants 
ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÌÁÂÅÌÅÄ ÂÙ %0! ÁÓ ȰÃÏÎÔÁÍÉÎÁÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÅÍÅÒÇÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎȱ

ÁClass B
Á Contains detectable levels of pathogens & even higher concentrations 
ÏÆ ÈÅÁÖÙ ÍÅÔÁÌÓȟ ÃÈÅÍÉÃÁÌÓȟ ÐÈÁÒÍÁÃÅÕÔÉÃÁÌÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ȰÃÏÎÔÁÍÉÎÁÎÔÓ 
of emerging concern, due to less treatment at the plant

ÁShort Paper Fiber 
Á Industrial sludge from paper & pulp mills (Env. Wq. 800.33)

Á4ÈÅ $%3 ÄÅÆÉÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÓÌÕÄÇÅ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓȡ Ȱ)ÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÁÌ ÓÌÕÄÇÅ ÁÎÄ 
ɉÏÎÅɊ ÓÌÕÄÇÅ ÍÉØÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÌÕÄÇÅȟ ÏÒ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌȢȱ (Env. Wq. 
800.35)



ÁRegardless of DES & RMI terminology that refer to 
ÔÈÅÓÅ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ ÁÓ ȰÂÉÏÓÏÌÉÄÓȱȟ ȰÓÈÏÒÔ ÐÁÐÅÒ ÆÉÂÅÒȱ ÏÒ 
ȰÏÒÇÁÎÉÃ ÒÅÓÉÄÕÁÌÓȱȟ it  remains sewer & industrial 
sludge

Á If this petition article passes, BOTHClass A and Class 
B will be allowed in Belmont


